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OUTINGS & EVENTS 2022 

 
Sat. 24th 

September  
Redwood Park Event  

Sun.16th 

October  

The Falls, via Killarney  

1217 Spring Creek Rd,  

Tues. 25th 

October 

AGM 

Guest Speaker Scot McPhie 

28th – 31st 

October 
Species Census 

PLEASE CONTACT THE LEADER IF YOU WISH TO ATTEND 

 

The Toowoomba Bird Observers Newsletter 

 is published monthly. 

 

The deadline for the next Newsletter  

is 28th September 

Charles   powerart@bigpond.net.au 

 

 

2022 CHALLENGE 
182 species as of the end of August 2022. 

 

http://www.tboc.org.au/
mailto:tboc4350@gmail.com
mailto:powerart@bigpond.net.au
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UPCOMING OUTINGS 

REDWOOD PARK OPEN DAY 
 

Date: Saturday 24th  September 

 

Meet location: Redwood Picnic area. 
 

Time: 7:00am. It takes approximately 10 minutes to travel from Toowoomba City 
 

RSVP: To Mick Atzeni by 12:00 midday Friday 23rd September.  

Txt 0499 395 485 or email tiddalac@gmail.com 
 

Outing details:  

 

Toowoomba Bird Observers members are participating in this annual event. Members are encouraged to come 

along and assist or just enjoy the park 
 

7.30am — 8.30am    

Bird Discovery Walk.  Small groups led by experienced bird observers with each group.   

Bring your binoculars.   

 Closed footwear required. 

8.30am — 11.30am  

Static displays by FEP, Birdlife Australia, Toowoomba Bird Observers, Toowoomba Field Naturalists Club, Native 

Plants Queensland and Toowoomba Bushwalking club,  
 

TBOC bird Posters and Redwood Park Book will be on sale. 

9.00am — 11.30am  

Guided walks through Redwood Park exploring the plants, butterflies and geography of the park. 
   

Closed footwear required. 
 

7pm — 8.30pm    

Spotlight walk to discover the nocturnal animals of the park. Bring your headlamps, spotlights, and torches.   
   

 Closed footwear required.  

Entry is via Toowoomba Connection Rd      All activities will commence at the Bernays Picnic area.  

Outing Details 

Date: 16 October 2022 
 

Venue: “Carabeen”, 1217 Spring Creek Rd, The Falls 
 

Owner/Leader: Anna Fearnley 
 

Contact/Coordinator: Michael Atzeni 0499 395 485 
 

There is a pull off area at the front gate where we will meet. Cars can park there safely. 

Nearest toilets are at the Killarney Falls National Park about 4km away. 
 

Start time: Early birds 7am. Daytrippers 8:30am.  

Attendees might like to consider staying somewhere nearby the night before, or driving out that morning. 

 

Anna has kindly invited the club to their property, which has a rainforest with resident Albert’s Lyrebirds. 

However, they are hard to find this time of year. As a side business, Anna leads tours during winter breeding 

season to view them: 

https://www.carabeenbeef.com.au/lyrebirds/lyrebird-viewing/4-lyrebird-viewing 

AGM 

Date: Tues 25th October 

Venue St Anthony’s Parish Hall, Memory Street, Harristown 4350 

Time 6pm 

mailto:tiddalac@gmail.com
https://www.carabeenbeef.com.au/lyrebirds/lyrebird-viewing/4-lyrebird-viewing
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Raptor Census June/July 2022 
 

Pat McConnell 

 
Northern Section 

Pat McConnell and Kath O’Donnell surveyed the northern section on Monday 11 July. This section was divided 

into four sub-sections as in previous years. These were Highfields to Cooby Dam, Cooby Dam to Goombungee, 

Goombungee to Cooyar and Cooyar to Highfields. The survey was completed between 12.00 noon and 5.00pm. 

Four species and 27 individual birds of prey were seen (See table below for summarised results). The weather 

during the survey was cool and fine with a light breeze.  One hundred and sixty-eight kilometres were travelled.  

 

Southern Section  

The southern section was surveyed by Margaret Easton and Sandy Robertson on Thursday 30 June. The route 

surveyed was East Greenmount, Greenmount, Nobby, Clifton, Allora, Hendon, Talgai area, Allora, Mt Marshall, 

Forest Springs, Upper Spring Creek, Upper Pilton to East Greenmount. The survey was completed between 

9.30am and 3.00pm. Four species and 71 individual birds of prey were seen. 

 

Eastern Section 

The eastern section was surveyed by Mick Atzeni, Regan Schueber, Annette Burke and Suzanne Combes on 

Thursday 7 July from 9.10am to 3.50pm. The route surveyed was Lockyer, Helidon, Grantham, Placid Hills, Gatton 

north, Adare, Lake Clarendon, Lake Apex, Helidon Spa, Postmans Ridge and Murphys Creek. Eight species and 

40 individual birds of prey were seen. 

 

Western Section 

The western section was surveyed by Mick Atzeni and Pat McConnell on Friday 15 July from 9.10am to 3.30pm.  

The route surveyed was Toowoomba to Oakey (via Cecil Plains Rd), Jondaryn, Bowenville Reserve, Norwin, 

Cecil Plains, Dalby, ‘Bun’ & Quinalow to Jondaryan (via Mt Tyson Rd), Biddeston to Toowoomba via the Mt Tyson 

Rd (past the Wellcamp airport). Nine species and 247 individual birds of prey were seen. 

 

Table of Sightings   

 

Species N S E W Total 

Black-shouldered Kite 14 20 4 34 72 

Black Kite   13 29 42 

Whistling Kite  3 3 4 6 16 

Spotted Harrier    1 1 

Swamp Harrier    2 2 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 1 2 4 1 8 

Brown Falcon    11 11 

Australian Hobby   1  1 

Black Falcon   1 1 2 

Peregrine Falcon   1  1 

Nankeen Kestrel 9 46 12 162 229 

Total number of raptors 27 71 40 247 385 

 

The above table shows that eleven species were seen in 2022 which is two more species than in 2021. There 

were 385 individual birds of prey seen which is 46 more than in 2021. 

 

A big thank you to all involved especially the leaders. 

 

Pat McConnell 

Records Officer 
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SWIFT PARROT SURVEYS, Toowoomba escarpment, 30th July 2022                                         Mick Atzeni 

 
We had a great turnout for this event. It was heartening to see so many members willing to devote time in 

supporting the national Swift Parrot surveys, even though the chances of finding our quarry were extremely slim. 

I had spoken to BirdLife Australia’s Woodlands Project Officer, Beau Meney, who told me there had been no 

sightings reported in SEQ this season, the bulk of the records coming from Victoria and southern NSW. 

 

Furthermore BirdLife Australia had no official survey sites registered for the Toowoomba region so this outing 

was also for the purpose of registering some Toowoomba sites for future surveys.  

  

A general scout around the area the week before had revealed flowering eucalypts were patchy the length of 

the Toowoomba escarpment so I decided to concentrate our efforts on the southern end, which included two 

sites (Picnic Point and Glen Lomond Park) where swifties had been seen historically. I felt it important to show 

those present exactly where the birds were to encourage them to survey these sites in future 

.  

Using the recommended 5-minute,50m radius survey technique, the following sites were surveyed (in order): 

Heller Park, Picnic Point; Tobruk Drive, Picnic Point; JE Duggan Park, at entrance; Glen Lomond Park about 300m 

from Dorge St entrance, Bushland Reserve, Kearney Springs, South Ruthven St. The survey results were entered 

and submitted to BirdData as we went. Thanks to Dan Bishop for doing this for us. There were no Swift Parrots 

recorded but these negative records are valuable in interpreting the collective data. The respective surveys are 

below. 

  

Park at Picnic Point (training run): https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/survey?id=5827829&h=d6fc514b 

Picnic Point, Top of Tobruk Drive: https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/survey?id=5827830&h=537509de 

JE Duggan Pk: https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/survey?id=5827831&h=a7b967d2 

Glen Lomond Pk: https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/survey?id=5827832&h=ad1d0e83 

Bushland Reserve: https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/survey?id=5827833&h=01ae1e7d 

 

 

 

Between surveys, we naturally did some opportunistic birding. 

Undoubtedly, the highlights were the pair of Peregrine Falcons 

that put in an all-too-brief appearance over JE Duggan Park; 

and the much more cooperative pair of Square-tailed Kites over 

Glen Lomond Park, which was a new species for some, and a 

long time between drinks for others. 

 

Thanks to all who supported this event.  

 

SPOTLIGHTING OUTING, 20 August 2022       Mick Atzeni 

 
Owls 0. Possums 6. That just about sums it up. 

Six of us met at the Burraway Crt entrance to Glen Lomond Park at 5pm. Our target species was Barking Owl, 

Glen Lomond being one of only a handful of places they’ve been recorded locally. However, there had been no 

reports this year from there, or anywhere else in our survey area, so it was a longshot.  I’d also had a recent 

report of a Powerful Owl from nearby McStay St so thought we may be at least a chance of hearing them, but 

there was not a peep (woohoo?).  The night before, Ann Alcock and I did a reconnoitre and only found a Tawny 

Frogmouth and a nearby property owner we spoke to said he often hears Southern Boobook but we didn’t have 

any luck with either. 

 

After drawing a blank at Glen Lomond, we decided to try JE Duggan Park where we picked up the eyeshine of a 

Brush-tailed Possum almost immediately. By the end of the circuit, we’d seen six of them, one with a joey. The 

only bird we picked up was a Galah. Such is spotlighting for nocturnal birds! 

 

Thanks to those who turned up. Our next spotlighting outing will be to a private property at Ballard on a date to 

be advised. 

 
 

 

https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/survey?id=5827829&h=d6fc514b
https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/survey?id=5827830&h=537509de
https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/survey?id=5827831&h=a7b967d2
https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/survey?id=5827832&h=ad1d0e83
https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/survey?id=5827833&h=01ae1e7d
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Visit to Esk 28th July 2022                                                                                                                 by Charles Dove 

 

The visit to Esk was a combined joint outing at Mt Glen Rock, Esk another area of natures unspoiled wilderness. 

  

It proved to be excellent area to visit, with an abundance of birds and wildlife. The walking trails were easy, 

enabling us to enjoy the peace and quiet except for the whistling of the birds keeping our attention.  

The site of a Red–bellied Black snake with the Brush–turkey was an interesting encounter, one of many. 

 

  

Brush Turkey – Red-bellied Black Snake 

 

Leaden Flycatcher 

 

  
 

Rainbow Lorikeet 

 

Blue-faced Honeyeater - immature 
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MEMBERS’ & GENERAL ARTICLES 

 
Jennie and I spent a couple of nights camping at Koehler Park at Yamsion last week.  It's not 

really a campsite - more an overnight stop for travellers en-route to and from the Bunyas.   It's 

a fairly small roadside reserve but has plenty of level-ish spots, with a toilet, rubbish bins and 

BBQ stands (byo wood).  But best of all - it's free.  A sign says there's a 20hr max stay but no-

one seems to be checking - although someone obviously visits regularly to service the toilet 

and bins which were well maintained.  It was very quiet - a couple in a caravan arrived while 

we were there and also stayed two nights but kept to themselves.   

 

Birding was limited to looking over the fences into private woodland and paddocks or walking 

along the road.  There are plenty of established gums with potential nesting hollows and birds 

were popping in and out constantly.   Usual campsite visitors were present - especially the 

Apostlebirds of which there were dozens.  The cockatoos and corellas were up before dawn 

as usual. 

 

On another note - we had our first swoop of Spring this week.  Cycling back from Cooby Dam 

to Highfields this week, we were swooped by a magpie on Brazier Road at Kleinton.  We cycle 

this route regularly but this was the first swoop on this route and definitely the first this year. 

 

Tony Bond 
 

 
APOSTLEBIRD 

 
GALAH 

 

 

LITTLE CORELLA 
LITTLE–PIED CORMORANT 
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SCALY–BREASTED LORIKEET SULPHUR–CRESTED COCKATOO 

 

 

What would be the odds??                                   Chris Cameron. 

 

There are many things we see going through life that makes us think, "What would be the odds of that 

happening?"  This one is so far out there that I doubt the most adventurous Bookie would even consider it.... 

Imagine, there is a very large, loaded, B-double semi-trailer heading up the Bruce Highway in North 

Queensland, heading for Bowen.  He is likely doing at least 100kmh. 

 

Just above the front of his driver's side door there is a thin, 

maybe 2mm diameter radio aerial, going along on the 

truck, close to 3m above the ground. Somewhere up 

ahead a Striated Pardalote, a tiny bird, decides to cross 

the road, so he launches and flies. 

 

By some absolute freak of circumstance these two moving 

objects meet, with the aerial catching the tiny Pardalote 

just under his jaw with such precision and force that it not 

only rips his head off, but wraps the remnants of his neck 

tightly enough around the wire that it rides whatever is left 

of the 80 odd km journey along the bitumen, and some 

gravel road even, to finish up at the farm composting site 

where the load of bagasse is unloaded to build more 

compost windrow, and where I spotted the unusual 

looking "bump" high up on the aerial! 

 

Obviously, the driver had not been aware of this recently fatal collision, and we both stood wondering what on 

earth were the chances of something like that happening?? With something in excess of 100 years life experience 

between us, we had never seen anything like it. 
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COOBY DAM is showing a few water birds of interest this month. 
 

I was lucky enough to spot a Musk Duck doing his full display at 7am Saturday, 27th of August 

at Cooby Dam. He was displaying in the inlet directly next to the Loveday Cove carpark. I also 

spotted him later on feeding in the middle of the dam. Further, up the path I also spotted a 

male Blue–billed Duck, with what I think were two females.  

 

by Jarrod Kath 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

A photo of a Caspian Tern I spotted at Cooby Dam on 28/08/22, I was after the Blue-billed 

Ducks that had been seen there a few days before. Missed out on them but had this as a 

consolation. A Toowoomba Region tick for me.      Dan Bishop 

 

 

 

 

 
Do you have a special place you visit in local area where you enjoy the birds regularly and have 

memories of those special moments? 

 

With or without pictures, why not share those memories in the TBO newsletter? 

Email TBO newsletter powerart@bigpond.net.au 

 

mailto:powerart@bigpond.net.au
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Local Birding                                                                                        by Michael Murtagh 

  
Inspired by Charles Dove’s photographs I now get out on more deliberate bird walks than before. I try to visit 

Redwood Park once a week and have even in the past few weeks made early morning walks there (I’m normally 

an afternoon walker). 

I am convinced Charles has a special gift as there are quite a few species he has photographed around 

Toowoomba which are still not on my list. However, recently, I have added clear sightings of Little Lorikeets, 

Crested Shrike-tits. 

The Speckled Warbler, I hadn’t seen, then on one visit I either saw the same pair four times or four different 

pairs. One glimpse only of the White-eared Monarch. An Eastern Spinebill, Double-barred and Red-browed 

Finches, Variegated, Superb and Red-backed Wrens, Grey & Rufous Fantails, Golden and Rufous Whistlers, 

Peaceful Doves and a long list of “usual sightings” all contribute to a long 2022 Redwood list. 

West Creek is also a favourite walk where I have been keeping an eye on what I call Charles’ Tawny Frogmouths 

– three in the same tree for quite a few weeks, though only one there the last time I checked. There is also a small 

group of Apostlebirds – up to six when first spotted but now usually three. There are also Fairy Martins nesting 

under the Stenner Street bridge and some Welcome Swallows’ nests in the nearby gazebo. 

The Toowoomba Bicentennial Waterbird Habitat is actually on my regular circuit. In amongst all the nesting 

Ibises (Australian White & Straw-necked), Cormorants and Cattle Egrets, I recently spotted a Juvenile Nankeen 

Night-Heron and, just this week, about 150 Plumed Whistling-Ducks. Sadly, since my earliest visits to this park, 

seven years ago, I have not spotted a Buff-banded Rail. Those first visits also gave me a Glossy Black-Cockatoo, 

never seen since. On a brighter note, the Satin Bowerbird on Aberdeen Street has recently moved bower to 

within the park fence line, just down from one of the observation benches. 

That’s a brief glimpse at my birding over the past couple of months. Regrettably, due to other commitments I 

haven’t made it to any TBO outings lately. Maybe soon. 

 

Thanks, Charles. 

 

Michael Murtagh 

 

 

RARE SIGHTINGS 
If you have managed to see a rare sighting in your local area, we would be happy if you could send a picture 

along with the details. 

 

This Bush Sone-curlew was sighted in the carpark in Harristown State High School on South Street last year. The 

photos are from the 26 February 2021. By Clare Treloar 

 

  
 

 

Links  
 
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/biodiversity/threatened/publications/recovery/painted-honeyeater-2022 

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/aug/25/swift-parrot-recovery-plan-changes-downplay-logging-threat-experts-say 

 

https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/biodiversity/threatened/publications/recovery/painted-honeyeater-2022
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/aug/25/swift-parrot-recovery-plan-changes-downplay-logging-threat-experts-say
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White-winged Fairy-wren 
Scientific Name: Malurus leucopterus                                                                                                                      Image by Charles dove 

Atlas Number: 535                                                                                                                             Text courtesy https://www.birdsinbackyards.net/ 
 

Description:                                       
  

The adult male in its striking, breeding plumage is either dark blue 

or glossy black with white shoulder patches, and it has a mid to dark 

blue tail. The glossy black plumage is found on the subspecies 

edouardi, found only on Dirk Hartog and Barrow Islands off Western 

Australia, while the dark blue is found on the mainland subspecies, 

leuconotis. The adult female has a drab grey-brown crown, back and 

wings, grey tail faintly washed blue. She is whitish below and her 

flanks and lower underparts are washed dull buff.  Immature birds 

are like the female. The male does not obtain full plumage until its 

fourth year. This species is also called the Black-and-White, Blue-and-

White or White-backed Fairy-wren; or the Pied, White-backed or 

White-winged Wren. 

 

Similar species:  
 

The male of the similar Splendid Fairy-wren, Malurus splendens, has rich violet blue on its crown, back, shoulders, throat and 

most of its under surface, but its ear tufts are sky blue. The male of the Red-backed Fairy-wren, Malurus melanocephalus, is 

glossy black, but with fiery orange shoulders, back and rump.  

 

Distribution:  
 

The White-winged Fairy-wren is found from Dirk Hartog Island and coast of Western Australia east across mainland (not 

north) to central and southern Queensland, central New South Wales and NW Victoria. It is replaced by the Red-backed 

Fairy-wren north of 20 degrees South. 
 

Habitat:  
 

The White-winged Fairy-wren is found in low shrubland throughout arid and semi-arid areas, especially in samphire on 

saltpans and chenopod (for example saltbush) shrublands.  It is replaced by the Splendid Fairy-wren where vegetation is 

taller. 
 

Seasonal movements:  
 

The White-winged Fairy-wren stays in the one area, but may be locally nomadic outside the breeding season. 

 

Feeding:  
 

The White-winged Fairy-wren eats insects, especially beetles (Coleoptera) and also spiders (Araneae). It also eats some 

seeds of the plant genera Rhagodia, Chenopodium (saltbush for example), Euphorbia (Spurges) and Portulaca.  Its small size 

allows this species to glean from leaves and stems of dense shrubs. It also hop-searches on the ground, and makes brief 

aerial sorties to catch insects. 
 

Breeding:  
 

The White-winged Fairy-wren is socially monogomous but sexually promiscuous.  It is a cooperative breeder and appears 

to live in groups.  Its nest is built by the female and is a domed structure measuring 10 x 6cm, with a side entrance. The nest 

is made from fine grasses, lined with plant down and feathers. It is usually less than 1m above ground, in the middle of dense 

thorny bush. The female incubates the eggs and all members of the group feed the chicks for about four weeks. The young 

remain in the family group. 
 

Living with us 
 

Populations of White-winged Fairy-wrens have decreased due to various types of habitat destruction - clearing of chenopod 

shrublans and of lignum thickets in periodically flooded lake beds, in western New South Wales; clearing of native vegetation 

in the Murray-Mallee region; heavy grazing of bluebrush and saltbush areas; and irrigation in in the Murray valley. 

Populations are also adversely affected, at least in the short term, by burning of their habitat. Increased salinisation in some 

areas appears to be of benefit. 
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