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Dear Members,
This is the last t ine I  shal l  be wri t ing to you as President.  I  intend

to resi .gn at the A.G.M. and not to accept any nominat ions for posiLions on the
commi t tee .

I  have been President for three years and served on the Execut ive for
seven. In that t ine I  have made nany fr lends, beeninvol-ved in nany projects and
innovat ions of the Club and seen many, rnany birds. I  would l ike to thank al l  the
members for thelr  support  and fr iendship over the years.

Please join ne at our A.G.M. in October.  We already have a number of
people wi l l ing to nominate for posi t ions on the 1988/89 Execut ive, but are happy
to accept more. Pat 's sl ides wi l l  be wel l  worth seeing and there is always plenty
of t i "ne to chat over supper.

Les ley ,  Pres ident .

The Maptability of Blrds to thelr Environnent.

Scene - Gold Coast sea front highway, 11.30 an, not far f rorn the Grand Hotel  on the
Southport  waterfront.  0n a l ight bulb -  on the inland side of the busy highway -
th ten ty  fee t  above the  roar  o f  con t inuous  t ra f f i c  -  s i t s  a  bored Pe l ican .  He 's  so
bored j-n fact he's yar,ming! (Do birds yawn, I  wonder?) Behind hirn, shining in the
sun,  i s  one o f  the  ta l les t  h igh  r i se  bu i ld ings  o f  th is  a rea .  A  nag ica l  p ic tu re  -
but of  course - no camera.

Looking to the sea slde of the road are tvro more Pel icans also balanced on large
s t ree t  l igh ts .

Change of scene - inside Scrumpis Restaurant having lunch at l2 noon. Outside,
gathering proffered crumbs fron a picnic table -  twenty or so PJ-geons (normal),
twenty  o r  so  Seagu l ls  (normal )  and two St raw-necked tb is !  As  b . ld  as  b rass ,  r lgh
alongside the picnic table a4d obviously enjoying the handouts.

This same band of birds were also seen to leave en-masse - wheel and ci-rc1e
together and sett le down together on the coastal  sand bank twenty-f ive yards from
the shore  -  a l l  foss ick ing  together .  P igeons  on  a  sa l t  sand bar?  Fur ther  ou t ,  on
a sand bar rapidly being covered by the r is ing t ide were a pair  of  Plovers. These
also I  have never seen on salt  sand banks and in sal t  water.



My f i rs t  s ight ing for  the day 's  excurs ion uras a Reef  Heron,  foss i -ck ing amongst  the
rocks at  the ex i t  o f  the Sea Wor ld water .  At  least  he was in h is  normal  habi tat  !
When not  foss lck inB,  he sat  in  the normal  Heron hunch on the rock outcrop.  He was
a lmos t  b lack  a l l  ove r ,  t he  b reas t  be ing  a  da rk  g rey .  Acco rd ing  to  Rob in  H i l l ,  t hese
birds do not  nest  in  colonies l j -ke other  Herons but  bui ld  a p lat form of  s t i -cks
l ined wi th snal ler  twigs amongst  seashore rocks or  on a rock ledge.  The Northern
var iety  are whi te,  but  they vary in to the darker  greys the fur ther  South they are
found

Vera Simon.

Curramngs

Recent ly  (Ju ly  and ear ly  August)  we have had an inf lux of  Currawongs at  "Shorelands".
The Pied Currawong is  not  exact ly  our  favour i te  b i rd -  not  by any means !  Apart
f rom i ts  habi t  o f  deposi t . ing regurgi tated pel le ts  around the garden -  and in the
bi rdbath -  (could i t  be responsib le for  the excessive number of  " fore ign"  seedl ings
I  have found and pot ted up recent ly?)  -  we do not  l ike having the smal l  b i rds and
f ledgel ings molested,  devoured or  dr iven away.  Some of  the larger  b i rds can stand
up for  themselves and we were del ighted to see the pugnacious Blue- faced Honey-
eaters havJ-ng t twordst t  on a number of  occasions,  even succeeding in  dr iv ing them
away f rom the water .

The Currawongs have developed a l ik ing for  the enpty Pecan nutshel ls  which we are
us ing  to  mu lch  ou r  roses ,  appa ren t l y  ea t i ng  t hen  who lesa le ;  p l us  i n fu r i a t i ng  t he
Honeyeaters and Fr iarb i rds by tear ing repeatedly at  the Cal- l is ternon twigs whi le
they are t ry ing to feed on the b lossom, though qui - te for  what  purpose we cannot  te l l .

Perhaps the st rangest  behaviour  we have watched though would be the encounter  between
an aggressive Currawong and an in i ta t i -on p last ' i .c  snake.  Last  season we had f ixed
several  of  these t tsnakest t  among our  v ines,  havlng been t .o ld that  they would make
ef fect i -ve b i rd-scarers,  a l though we could not  see any benef i t  a t  the t ine.  However,
now wi th leaves fa l len and one remain ing "snake" s t i l l  in  p lace and much more
vis ib le,  our  b ig b l0ck predator  decided the rept i le  should be deal t  wi th in  no
uncerta in fashi .on and belaboured i t  wi thhis  s t rong b i l l  for  several  minutes -  much
to our  enter ta inment  !  A las,  we had no camera handy.  Then there was the confrontat ion
r^/ i th  the young Bearded Dragon,  when I  in tervened,  not  being cer ta in of  the outcome.

They are characters,  these winter  v is j - tors,  and a l though we do not  a lways love
them or  approve of  thei r  ways,  on the p lus s ide one must  record thei r  use as
country scavengers and a l ik ing for  thei r  wi ld  h ighland cal ls .

rraal
Any ,  t o l l  on  t he  Sp r i ng .

A Ann Shore.

Field Outing - Jones Road and Eoods. Sunday 28th August

A wet  s tar t  again for  Redwood Park.Wi l l  we ever  get  the Club ou - ing over  that  new
suspension br idge?After  a d iscussion wi . th  members present  i t  was decided that  r^re
would go to Jones Road,  Withcbt t  for  our  out ing.  The weather  was windy but  f ine.
Good b i rd ing at  the creek,  wi th Scar let  Honeyeaters in  profus ion and once again
a l l  t h ree  Wren  spec i -es  we re  seen  toge the r .  Bo th  Supe rb  and  Va r i ega ted  were  i n
fu l l  co lour ,  but  the Red-backed was just  corn ing in to p lunage.

A f te r  morn ing  tea  a t  Ann ' s  home,  we  dec ided  to  check  ou t  Hoods .  Howeve r ,  on l y
the  usua l  b i r ds  we re  seen .



We had a vis i t  f rom Donalda Rodgers, f fon Pit tsworth, for the out ing. So nice to
have your company, Donalda, and the Weebl l l  cal l .

In  a l l ,  a  to ta l  o f  f l f t y - th ree  spec ies  were  seen dur ing  the  day .

Members present:  Ann, Norna, Richard, Lonie, Joe and Angela.

Angela Kilnartj-n.

DLspl-ay Board

We are pleased to announce that with the help of the boys of the Westbrook
Training Centre our display board for the tJater Bird Habitat  has been completed
and is ready for lnstal- Iat ion. This wi l l  take place at the Habitat  on Tuesday,
27th September at 12 noon and I  hope that some nembers wi l l  be able to joln me
at  the  Hab i ta t  fo r  a  B .Y.o .  p icn ic .

Angela Ki lmart in.

ANNUAL GHIERAL }IBETIIfG

Tuesday lSth October 7.30 pn. Cnr Coonan and Dwyer Streets, t lar laxton.

The neet ing is to be held at the Harl-axton Neighbourhood centre as i t  is no
longer feasible to hoLd then in pr ivate homes.There wi l l  be supper on the night
and members are asked to br ing a snal- l  plate of food.A raff l -e wi l l  a lso be he1d.
Guest Speaker:  Pat Mcconnel l .  Pat wl l l  speak on the birds of Lord Howe Island
and of Western Queensland.

Septenber Outing

Goomburra State Forest. Saturday 24th and Sunday 25Eh September.

For those interested this w111 be a camping tr ip.However,  there wi l l  be walks
planned for those interested in a Sunday out ing only.Act iv i t ies wi l l  i -nclude
spot l- ight ing on the Saturday night.

Goomburra is a beaut i ful  area of var ied habitats and rnany interest ing walks.
The road in ends i-n gravel,  so i t  is advisable to keep a close eye on the weather.

The neet ing area wi l l  be the main canplng area. This wi l l  be after lunch on the

Saturday for those camping and 9 am on Sunday for the day tr ippers.

B i r d - a - t h o n

The Club wi l l  be having i ts Bird-a-thon on Sunday 23rd October.  The money raised
this year wi l l  be going to the Club. Last year 's Bird-a-thon was a Sreat success
and a whole lot  of  fun, so please keep this day free to support  the Club. A
sponsorship forur is enclosed with this newsletter.

Q.O.S. BLrd Count

The Q.O.S. is holding i ts Spring Count on the 8th and 9th of October.  For rnore
information, contact Ann Shore.



This  year  the  Q.O.S.  w i l l  be  runn ing  a  compet i t i ve  B i rd  watch .  I t  w i l l  no t  be  a
simple test of  spott ing the greatest number of birds, but wi l l  require a knowledge
of just which species are rare and which are common in the habitat  selected.

The idea is to select what you think is the most product ive exampre of the di f ferent
habitats and do a three hour count in each one. Only sel f-propel led transport
is al lowed during the three-hour period. Sight i .ngs must be conf irned by an
observer ,  and the  resu l ts  w i l l  be  ad jus ted  accord ing  to  the  ra r i t y  o f  each spec ies .

The competi t ion wi l l  run from the lst  to the 23rd of october.  For further
in fo rmat ion ,  con tac t  pa t  McConne l l .

S.S.S. t lonth

Members are reminded that October is a Seasonal Speci.es Survey month.

Calendars for Sale

Once aga in ,  the  C lub  has  R.A.O.U.  ca lendars  fo r  sa le .  These w i l l  be  ava i lab le  a t
the  A.G.M. ,  o r  can  be  ob ta ined f ron  any  o f  the  Execut ive .

llember's Bird Notes

White-headed Pigeon

White-headed Pigeon

Blue- faced Honeyeater

Su lphu r - c res ted  Cocka too  (3 )

Red-browed Fi reta i ls

Aus t ra l i an  Hobby

1 2 / 6 / 8 8

2 / 8 / 8 8

1 4 / 8 / 8 8

3 / e / 8 8

3 / e / 8 8

3 / e / 8 8

Raf f  &  Br idge Sts .

F l inders  S t .

Garden

Mabe l  S t .

Mabe l  S t .

Mabe l  S t .

Angela Ki lmart in.

J .  D .

J .  D .

J .  D .

A .  K .

A . K .

A .  K .

J . D .  -  J o e  D e u b l e ,  A . K .

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

EXBGUTIVB}IEIBERS

Most of  the execut ive posi . t ions are now f i l led,  but
nominat i -ons are st i l l  inv i ted for  any posi t i_on.

Nominat ion forms are avai lable f ron the Secretary
and wi l l  a lso be avai lable on the n ight  of  the
Annual  General  Meet ing.

* *

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *



TOOIIOOI{BA BIRI' CLUB - BIND - A - TNOI{

The Toowoomba Blrd club ls conduct ing a Btrd-A-Thon to raLse funds for the club.

I f  you would l lke to help please sponsor a Club member for the blrd count to be
he ld  on .  the  t3 rd  October .

The club counts epecles and not lndlvldual blrd numbers and would expect to see
about  120 spec les  on  such a  day .

rf  you are wLl l ing to help please lndLcate the amount per specles for whlch you
wll l  sponsor the member. Donat ions are also acceptable.

Pleaee return form to any member of the Execut lve by l . Iednesday lgth October.

Sponso r ' s  Name Anount /specles Donat ton Menberts  Nane Total  Specl .es Amount

NOTICE FOR GOOUBTIRRA GA}TPOUI

Havlng contacted the Forestry Department and made the booklng for the campsltes
I was told that the road in is ln bad condit ion and that further ra!.n nay nake i t
unsultable for convent ional vehicles. I  wi l l  be going out there thls weekend
(September 17 and 18) to check the road and walklng tracks and would l ikq
people who l-ntend corning on the campout to ring ne the followtng Wednesday or
Thursday evenlng for a f inal  report .  Should the canpout be cancel led an
alternat lve day only out lng wl_l l  be organlsed.

P.  McConne l l  ph .  352980


